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companies were re-equipped with light tanks and the provision of
oil-cooking equipment was proceeding. Trials and experiments with
various types of smoke-producing weapons, wireless apparatus,
artillery tractors, trailers and light cars continued throughout the
year.

Seventy-two  cadets   (34 through  the  competitive examination
fcdi'an         and 38 from the ranks of the Indian Army, including the Auxiliary
unitary       Force, India, and the Indian Territorial Force) were admitted into
Academy.     the Indian Military Academy, Dehra Dun, during 1934-35, to be
trained for commissions in the Indian Land Forces.   The  excess
of 12 over the normal intake of 60 cadets was due to the replace-
ment of those withdrawn or removed from the Academy during the
year.   Four candidates from the Indian States Forces were  also
admitted.   Dearth of fully qualified candidates was again responsible
for the deficiency in the normal intake of 20 cadets of the latter
category.

During the period under review the first batch of cadets to pass
out of the Indian Military Academy received commissions in His
Majesty's Indian Land Forces. Twenty-two were examined and all
passed, 19 being posted to cavalry and infantry units, 2 to the
Engineers and 1 to the Artillery. Seven Indian States Forces cadets
also qualified at this examination.

The passing of the Indian Army (Amendment) Act by the
central legislature during its autumn session of 1934 marked a
definite and important stage in the Indianisation of the Indian Army.
This measure provides for the legal status of officers commissioned
from the Indian Military Academy and also rules that they shall be
designated " Indian commissioned officers ". During the discussions
on it, an amendment was moved with the object of bestowing on these
officers exactly the same status and powers of command in the Indian
Army as are possessed by British officers of that Army. The official
spokesman explained, however, that neither the British nor the Indian
Army Act had anything to do with powers of command, which are
governed by King's Regulations, and that the amendment trespassed
on His Majesty's prerogative. He also promised that when the
measure became law, amendments would be made in King's Regula-
tions to provide for complete equality within the Indian, Army as
between the British officer and the Indian commissioned officer and